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Barrier cube s, 


Wert "nt at Aubeeltir, Bengeworth, Bewdtey, 
9 rmingham Bourton, e. Hoot- 
Morten, Leominſter; Middleton, Perſbore, 
Sutton, Tewkeſbury, Upton, Warwick, and 
 Weortefter, ( having received Letters alfo 
from Dudley, and Bridgenorth, ) niet in 
/ ASSOCIATION at uſer, May the 
2 21ſt and 22d, 1771; and Holding the Doc- 


trines of Three equal . Perſe ſons mt be Godbead ; a 


eternal and perſonal. Election; original Sin; 
x particular Redemption; Feel tin by 
7 the imputed Righteoufneſs of CuRI1ST ; ca- 
| cious Grace in Regeneration; and the final 


Dorſeverance of the Sur. 


Tothe Churches they repreſent; wilking mes 5 
and Peace may be multiplied, through the 


Knowledge of as and our ober sus 
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CIRCULAR LETTER. 
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Dear ITY | 5 
I behoveth us to acknowledge, with unfeigned 
Gratitude of Heart, the many Bleſſings which 

our Heavenly Father hath beſtowed upon us, and 
by which we this day ſtand diſtinguiſhed from moſt 
other People on the face of the earth. It is now 
almoſt an age ſince religious Liberty was firſt eſta- 
bliſhed in this Kingdom, and Diſſenters from the 
national Church, not only exempted from the 
Penalties to which they were before liable, but ſe- 
cured in the public Exerciſe of their Religion un- 
der the Sanction of the Laws, and the Protection 
of the Civil Magiſtrate. Since this happy Period 
many unreaſonable Prejudices have ſubſided, and 
the eyes of the People, in general, have been fo far 
opened as to ſee the Reaſonableneſs of that Security 
which we now enjoy. And of late, indeed, it has 
been almoſt univerſally acknowledged, that to per- 
ſecute any Man for Conſcience fake is equally cruel, 
impolitic, and unchriſtian. But it is to be feared, 
_ that, while we have thus gained in outward Liberty 
d Reſpect, we have loſt much in the inward 
er of primitive and genuine Piety. Certain 
it is that we have not rendered to our GOD accord- 


ing to the Benefits beſtowed upon us, nor made 


thoſe Improvements that might have been expected. 


No: We may well be aſhamed to compare the 
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' Temper of our Hearts, and the Conduct of our ; 
Lives with thoſe who lived in times leſs fayourable 5 


N * 
{ * 
_ #. 

* = 


* IS r AS. EEERIER 
» CEP tay ran SIE 53 
— * * TT not Ay 22 — 


2 8 


to religious Liberty, and who ſought, indeed, the 
Bread of their Souls, in the conſtant Peril of Perſe- 
cution, Impriſonment, and Death. We have not 
improved our Privileges; but yet we ſhould va- 
lue them, and be thankful for them. It is no ſmall 
Mercy, that we can ſit under our Vines and Fig- 
trees; that we can enjoy our public and ſolemn 
Aſſemblies, and there is none to interrupt us, or 
to make us afraid. Man was formed for Society, 
and cannot be happy without it. Solomon ſays, 
% As Iron ſparpeneih Iron, ſo a Man ſharpeneihb the 
« Countenance of his Friend. But, of all others, 
religious Society and Intercourſe is the moſt plea» 
fant and delightful. Pear Brethren, we cannot 
but hope, that the Society we have now had toge- 


ther, in the things of God, has been not only plea- 


ſant, but profitable to our Souls; that G OD has 
been with us, and that it was good for us to be here. 
And, for the Love we have to your Souls, we would, 
if poſſible, transfuſe into your Hearts ſomething 
of what we have felt on this Occaſion. 
Your Letters we read in the Aſſembly; and we 
ſhould have been wanting to ourſelves, and to you, 
not to have been affected with their ſeveral contents. 
Many Complaints of Carnality, of Backſliding, of 


Coldneſs, of Indifference, of Deadneſs in the things 
of GOD, have been laid before us as uſual ; hut 


whether thoſe various Complaints were made with 


that Compunction and Sorrow of Heart, which 


they require, we muſt leave to your own Conſciences 
to determine. Be this as it will, we have too much 
reaſon to fear, that, in fact, theſe Complaints have 
not been at all exaggerated. No: There is all 
that Carnality, all that Earthly-mindedneſs, all that 
Indifferency, and Deadneſs in the things of GOP, 
5 e which 
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* you complain of, to be found amongſt ydu. 
We therefore intreat you to enquire into the real 
Cauſe of theſe Complaints. You are not ſtraitened 
in God, in his Word: and Ordinances': No; 
you are ftrattened in yourſelves; the Cauſe lies 
deep in your ewn Hearts; be ſollicitous to find it 
out; beg of GON not only to find it out and 
ſhew it to you, but to remove it by the powerful 
and enlivening Operations of his Holy Spirit. It 
3s a fad thing to complain year after year, and yet 
never to be ſollicitous, never to apply in good ear. 
neſt to G OD and his Grace, to have your Com- 
plaints removed: This is Deceit, this is Hypocriſy 
With a witneſs: We hope therefore you will not 
dare to indulge it any longer. 3 
On the other hand, there are ſome things in the 
Letters before us of a different Complexion; ſome 
things which give us good hope, bad as it is, that 
GOD hath not yet wholly e you. Peace 
and Harmony have been in a good meaſure reſtored 
in ſome of the Churches, where it had been long 
and much wanted. The means of Grace, the Or. 
dinances of G O D's Houſe, as well attended as 
uſual ; and, notwithſtanding the many awful 
HBreaches that have heen made of late, there is but 
one ſmall Congregation within the compaſs of this | 
Aſlociation deſtitute of a Miniſter. In moſt of the 
Churches there has been ſome addition of Members; 
and, on the whole, you, will find the Increaſe near- 
ly double the number loſt by Death; and, what is 
ſtill more, with this Increaſe of number, there has 
been, we have reaſon to hope, ſome Revival at leaſt 
of the Power and Life of Religion. Theſe things, 
and others of the like nature, could not but rejoice 
our Hearts, and fill our Lips with the high 1 
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dk our GOD in the ſolemn Aſſembl x. | 
And now what ſhall we ſay to you? we deſpair 
of offering any thing new; nor need we be ſollici- 
tous about it. The grand Arguments we have to 
offer have been often urged; but yet their Import- 
ance is ſuch, that they may ſtill be urged with Ad- 
vantage: And, if ſet home by the Spirit of GOD, 
we know they will be effectual to ſtir up your Souls 
and ours, to lead us into the true Spirit, and fix 
our Attention to the important Duties of our holy 

Religion I EI I. 
We charge you therefore, by the Truths, the 
important and precious Truths of the everlaſting 
Golpel ; by the Concern you ought to have for the 
Glory of GO D, and the good of your Souls; by 
the ſolemn and public Profeſſion you have made 
of the Chriſtian Religion; by the Love of GO 
to a ſinful World in the Gift of his Son; by the 
Incarnation, Obedience, Sufferings and Death of 
the LoD Jesvus CHRIST; by the Hope you have 

of an Intereſt in Redemption by his Blood; by his 
triumphant Reſurrection from the Dead; by his 
glorious, certain, and ſpeedy Appearance to Judg- 
ment; by all the Miſeries of Hell, and by all the 
Joys of Heaven; and by every other awful and 
tremendous Conſideration that can be ſuggeſted to 
your Thoughts, we charge you, this day, to ſuffer 
the Word of Exhortation, and attend to the few 
plain, but important Admonitions we now give 

_ | 5 ö | | | 
f Guard againſt Sin, all the Appearances of ir, 
every thing that leads to it. Shun it as the moſt 
ſtilential Evil, worſe than the Plague to your 
bodies; Death, Miſery and Perdition to your Souls, 
— Cultivate real Holineſs, the oppoſite to Sin; 
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Deſire and 8 to be like GOD: Put 
off the old Man with his Deeds: yet more and more, 
and put on the new Man, which after G OD. is 
created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs; for 
this is Heaith, Life, and Happineſs,” and you can- 
pot. ſee GO D without it. Attend to the Duties 
of Religion; keep up uninterrupted Communion » 
and Intercourſe with G ON in Reading his Word, 
in Meditation, in Prayer, in the Cloſet i in the Fa- 
mily, and in the Houle of G Q D Keep his holy 
Sabbaths; wait daily at the Poſts of his Door ; 
fill up your Places at all times in the ſolemn and 
ublie Aſſembly, and eſpecially at the Table of your 
4 12 — Be not contented. wirh the outward Ap- 
rance, with mere bodily Exerciſe, which profit 
eth little, but above all things deſire to enter into 
the true Spirit of Religion. — Love G OD, love 
CHRIST, put your whole Truſt in him, and cleave 
to him with full purpoſe of Heart; and love one 
another for his ſake. Let Charity, Love to GOD 
and to your Neighbour have its proper work; 
keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, 
and, as you would have the GOD of Love and 
the GOD of Peace to be with you, live in Love, 
perfect Love and Peace with each other. 
Las upon G OP every day of your Life, and live | 
—Let the Intereſt of Religion, the Glory 


20" him 


bf GOD, the Glory of Calis lie near your 


Hearts, and then you will do all you can to Prot 
mote it. 

Dear Brethren, we are aſſured it is not more 
your Duty than it is your Intereſt to attend to theſe 
things; and had we any doubt of this, or had we 
lefs Love to your Souls, we might be leſs preſſing 

and Paſlionate 3 in our Addreſs to you on this fon | 
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ban. Bui you ph you pn to 15 that a 
due Attention to Religion, and the true Spirit and 
Power of it on your Heart i is the only thing that 
can make you happy: And we likewile hope, that 
you have ſo far a good Opinion of us, as to believe 
that we have no other View, in what we now ſay, 
than your real Good. Yes; We can truly fay, 
that we can have no greater Pleaſure, no. greater 
Joy than to ſee you what you ought to be, lively, 
warm, growing, and exemplary Chriſtians. tor. 
ce what is our Hope, or Foy, or Crown of Rejoicing ? 
« * Are not even ye in the- Preſence of our Lokp 
46 Jtsvus CrrIsT at his coming, For ye. are 
cc our Glory and Joy! As ſuch we once more 
«© commend you 10 Cod, and to the Word of bis 
cc Grace, which is able to build you up, and to give 
« you an Inberitance among all them Which are ſancli- 
85 ed, mw | | 
* And remain your affcctionate Brethren, : 
and Servants for Ixsus' lake, - 

Signed, the 22d of May, in the Name 
of the Aſſembly, by the Moderator, 
. BEN. BEDDOME. 


15 was defired by ſeveral of- the Brethren, that, in RET : 
Poſtcript of the Letter, public and private Faſts might be 
recommended, to be attended to as the Circumſtances of the 
ſeveral Churches, and the particular Members of each ma 
require. That Deacons be exhorted to exert themſelves 
Wich Diligence and Activity i in Diſcharge of their Office. 
That Praying Members be more free to exerciſe 
the Gift that is in them, when called upon for that 1 4 

ſe, which is not. only their, Privilege, but their i 
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e 
diſpenſable Du 3 that real Convent or pole | 
who have taſted of the Grace of GOD in Truth, ſhould 
make Conſeience of entering into Church F eltowſhip, and 
of teſtifying* their Obedience and Love to Curisr by an 
immediate Attendance to the Onde of Baptiſm and 
che Lord's Supper. 
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concluded in Prayer. 


e e ee RE PATTLES, 
On Tueſday Evening, the Meſſengers being met, 
ſome little time as uſual was improved in Prayer; 
dur Brother B. Beddome choſen Moderator; the 
Letters read; the State of the aſſociated Churches 
repreſented in them conſidered; and the Meeting 
The Morning Meeting on Wedueſday was im- 
proved in Prayer, and ſettling the State of the} 
Churches. At 10 o'Clock Brother Beddome opened 
the public Service: Brother Hillier followed in 
Prayer: Brother Thomas preached from Eph. iv. 5. 
One Faith, ——, And Brother Turner concluded in 
Prayer, 25 1 
At 2 o'Clock Brother Af opened the public 
Meeting with Singing and Prayer: Brother Poynting 
"preached from As xvi. 17. Theſe Men are the 
| Servants of the moſt High God, who ſhew unto 11 
the Way of Salvation. And Brother Mac Gowa 
concluded in Prayer. „ 

The ſame Evening, the Circular Letter was 
read, approved by the Aſſembly, and ſigned by the 
Moderator: And Brother Joby Butterworth con- 
cluded the whole in Prayer. e 
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And Brother Skihhey to preach; in Caſe of Failure, Bro 
LENS, / the Three Horſe-Skoes, 
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